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CHAPTER 17, LESSON 1

Summary: The Cold War
Superpowers at War
After World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union
were the world’s strongest nations. They were called
superpowers. They had different ideas about economics and
government. They fought a war of ideas called the Cold War.
The Soviet Union was a communist country. In communism,
the government controls production and resources. It decides
where people live and work. The United States is a capitalist
country. In capitalism, people and businesses control the
production of goods. People decide where they live and work.
The Cold War began in Europe after World War II. The
Soviet Union won control of Eastern Europe. It controlled
half of Germany and half of Germany’s capital, Berlin. The
United States, Britain, and France controlled western
Germany and West Berlin. In June 1948, the Soviet Union
blocked roads and railroads that led to West Berlin. The
United States, Great Britain, and France flew in supplies.
This was called the Berlin Airlift.

Cold War Conflicts
After World War II, Korea was divided into North and South
Korea. North Korea became communist. South Korea was a
capitalist country. North Korean army invaded South Korea.
The United Nations sent soldiers to help South Korea. China
sent soldiers to help North Korea. The war ended in 1953.
Neither side won. Korea is still divided.
The United States and the Soviet Union were in a nuclear
arms race. In 1959, Cuba became a communist country and
the Soviets secretly put missiles there. President Kennedy
was afraid the Soviet Union would attack the United States.
He sent warships to surround Cuba. He hoped a blockade
would force the Soviet Union to remove its missiles. This
conflict was called the Cuban Missile Crisis. For six days,
nuclear war seemed possible. Then the Soviet Union
removed the missiles.

Find and underline each
vocabulary word.

communism noun, a system
in which the government
controls production and
owns the nation’s natural
and capital resources
capitalism noun, a system
in which ordinary people
and businesses control
the production of goods
and services
arms race noun, a contest
between nations to build
bigger and more
powerful weapons

REVIEW What was the
Berlin Airlift just before the
Cold War began? Circle the
paragraph that tells how the
United States, Britain, and
France helped people in
West Berlin.
REVIEW What did
Kennedy do to end the
Cuban Missile Crisis?
Underline the sentences that
tell why President Kennedy
sent warships to Cuba.
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